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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY -—- For 
the first time this calendar year, 
South Hadley has made tangi- 
ble progress in its fight against 
COVID-19. With fewer case 
counts, the town has a “yellow” 
designation on the state’s corona- 
virus color map. 

“We started to see indications 
that we thought we would see; 
a post-holiday plateau. It seems 
that we are having a smaller rise 
in cases than in the previous 
weeks, which is a good sign,” 
said Town Administrator Mike 
Sullivan on Wednesday after- 
noon. 

South Hadley’s COVID-19 
positivity percentage dropped to 
4.8%, just shy of the 5% mark 
that mandates a “red” designa- 
tion, the most severe category on 
the state’s COVID-19 color map. 

On Jan. 26, the town re- 
ported a total of 744 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, an increase of 
39 over a seven-day period. Con- 
tact cases stand at 560, probable 
cases stand at 38 and there have 
been 18 suspected cases since the 


residents 
COVID-19-related 
tions over the past year. While 
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Signs such as this one, located in 

the Village Commons, can be found 
throughout South Hadley, encouraging 
residents to adhere to safe practices. 


beginning of the pandemic. 


Forty-one South Hadley 
have succumbed to 
complica- 


Serving the town of South Hadley 


OWN 


emMinder 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


rising case counts are becom- 
ing slightly less severe, Sullivan 
urged residents to remain vigi- 
lant and follow safe practices. 
‘“We’ve heard the non-sen- 
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South Hadley, back to the yellow 








sical repeat of information such 
as 99.5% of people recover from 
COVID. Well, that’s a dangerous 


Please see COVID, page 8 





MPIC 
updates 
Selectboard 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY -The 
South Hadley Master Plan Im- 
plementation Committee pro- 
vided the Selectboard with an 
annual during a Jan. 19 meeting. 

MPIC is a seven-member 
committee that monitors prog- 
ress pertaining to the goals 
specified in the town’s Master 
Plan. 

“MPIC has been taking 
spreadsheets, essentially, out to 
all of the [municipal] entities 
that have tasks assigned, and 
these are draft lists of action 
items that are subject to any 
changes that you want to make 
and suggest to the Planning 
Board. They are the tasks that 
the committee came up with 
based on input from you and 
from other entities as well,” said 
MPIC Chair Judy Gooch on Jan. 
19. 

Every 10 years, South Had- 
ley completes a Master Plan 
update. Gooch presented a draft 
to the Selectboard last week, 
one that will be reviewed by the 
Planning Board over the next 
several months. 

“We need to measure prog- 
ress and the degree of change 
and then figure out if this is the 


Please see MPIC, page 2 


Tentative start date set for student return 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


SOUTH HADLEY — With 
hope the COVID-19 cases will 
decrease in the next three weeks, 
the South Hadley School Com- 
mittee set dates for the students 
to begin to enter the schools. 

Starting Feb. 22, special 
needs students and the child- 
care cohort for middle and high 
school students will enter the 
schools. On March 1, the child- 
care cohorts for Plains School 
and Mosier Elementary School 


will return to school as well as 
the hybrid cohorts for the mid- 
dle and high school. Then on 
March 15, the hybrid cohorts for 
Mosier and Plains will return to 
school. 

The target dates are contin- 
gent upon a downward trend in 
data metrics presented by the 
Joint Labor Management Com- 
mittee earlier in the meeting. 

In his presentation on the 
metrics used to make the recom- 
mendation, School Committee 
member Charles Miles said the 
group landed on the CDC guide- 


lines. 

“Our primary indicators, 
these are the highest priority 
ones, are the cases per 100,000, 
that’s the rate which the popula- 
tion has COVID-19. The change 
over a two-week period because 
that’s whether its increasing or 
decreasing, the raw number of 
new cases and the positivity 
rate, which is number of tests 
that are positive,’ said Miles. 
“Then there’s staff which isn’t 
numerical, it’s a call (interim 


Please see RETURN, page 9 





VFW Honor Guard welcomes new President 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


WASHINGTON D.C. — Jan. 
20 will forever be remembered 
by the members of the Massa- 
chusetts Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Honor Guard, which 
partook in the virtual “Parade 
Across America,’ celebrating 
President Joe Biden’s inaugura- 
tion. 

A group of five veterans 
was chosen to represent Mas- 
sachusetts on a national stage 
last Wednesday, as the country 
ushered in the Biden Adminis- 
tration. 

“This is the first time in the 


Please see VFW, page 6 





Members of the Massachusetts Veterans of Foreign Wars Honor 
Guard pose together at Szot Park in Chicopee. 
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Reminder 


Loomis Village resident 
receives COVID-19 vaccine 


103-year-old who 
also survived 1918 
flu pandemic 

Staff report 


SOUTH HADLEY— 
Tom McAuley, a veteran and 
103-year-old resident of Loomis 
Village, has made history by re- 
ceiving his COVID-19 vaccine 
at the South Hadley continuing 
care retirement community. 

McAuley was born in Boston 
during the flu pandemic of 1918. 
He later moved to Feeding Hills 
prior to becoming a resident of 
Loomis Village, where he con- 
tinues to live independently. 

McAuley served four years 
in the United States Air Force, 
and later became Vice President 
of Johnson & Johnson. He has 
two sons, one who lives locally 
and another in Arizona. 

The Loomis Communities, 
which consists of three cam- 
puses, Applewood in Amherst, 
Loomis Lakeside at Reeds Land- 
ing in Springfield and Loomis 
Village in South Hadley, began 
vaccinating their residents ear- 
lier in January, and will soon 
begin second doses of the vac- 
cine. Clinics will continue every 
three weeks through February 
to ensure all residents and team 
members who want a vaccine 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Gather a harvest 

5. Federal Republic of 
Germany 

8. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! 

11. “The Little Mermaid” 

13. The common gibbon 

14. Volcanic island in Fiji 

15. Mother of Perseus 

16. Egg cells 

17. Teams’ best pitchers 

18. Credit associations 

20. Advance 

21. Hair styling products 

22. Benign tumors 

20. Arriving early 

30. Called it a career 

31.__ Paulo, city 

32. Avoid with trickery 

33. Easter egg 

38. Veterans battleground 

41, Lack of success 

43. Thing that causes 
disgust 

45. Deep, continuing 


Dead Sea 
a fire 


55. Actor Idris 
56. Slippery 


family 
northeast 
clothes 


62. Midwife 
63. Of she 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Cool! 


Japan 


Loomis Village 
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Tom McAuley, a veteran and 103-year-old resident of Loomis Village, 
made history by receiving his COVID-19 vaccine at the South Hadley 
continuing care retirement community. 


can receive a vaccine. 

The Loomis Communities is 
the longest serving, most expe- 
rienced provider of senior living 
in the Pioneer Valley. As a not- 
for-profit organization, Loomis’ 
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mission is to enrich the lives of 
older adults on three campuses, 
Applewood in Amherst, Loomis 
Lakeside at Reeds Landing in 
Springfield and Loomis Village 
in South Hadley. 
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Judge denied release 
request of Granby woman 
convicted for murder 


NORTHAMPTON - A 
judge has denied a request by 
Cara Rintala to be released 
from prison pending her ap- 
peal from a 2016 conviction 
for first degree murder in the 
2010 death of her wife. 

Rintala, 53, was found 
guilty by a Hampshire Superi- 
or Court jury on Oct. 7, 2016, 
for strangling Annamarie Rin- 
tala in the basement of their 
Granby home. It was the third 
time the case was tried, after 
two previous trials resulted 
in hung juries, according to a 
press release from the North- 
west District Attorney’s Of- 
fice. 

First Assistant District At- 
torney Steven Gagne and Dep- 
uty District Attorney Jennifer 
Suhl represented the Com- 
monwealth in the case. De- 
fense attorneys David Hoose 
and Luke Ryan represented 
Rintala. 

Rintala is appealing the 
verdict on the basis that the 
Commonwealth should not 
have been allowed to introduce 
expert testimony regarding 
ceiling paint that was poured 


at the crime scene. Prosecu- 
tors argued that Rintala poured 
the paint shortly before police 
arrived at the home, in an ef- 
fort to conceal the crime and 
contaminate the scene. 

Superior Court Judge Rich- 
ard Carey wrote in his Jan. 26 
decision denying  Rintala’s 
motion for a stay that her argu- 
ment is “wanting and without 
any weight.” 

In her request to be re- 
leased from prison pending 
the Supreme Judicial Court’s 
decision on her appeal, Rintala 
also cited the risk of contract- 
ing COVID-19 in prison. But 
Judge Carey wrote that prison- 
ers in Massachusetts are now 
being vaccinated against the 
virus and “the specific risk to 
this defendant, in view of her 
age and medical conditions, is 
minimal.” 

The SJC is expected to hear 
Rintala’s appeal in early April. 

“We are pleased the Court 
denied the defendant’s request 
to be released from prison 
pending her appeal, and we 
look forward to her conviction 
being affirmed,’ said Gagne. 


Plains Elementary School 
kindergarten registration 


SOUTH HADLEY - All 
children in South Hadley that 
are five years old by Aug. 31, 
2021 are eligible for kindergar- 
ten at Plains School. 

To start the process please 
pick up a registration packet at 
Plains School, 00 Lyman St., 
from Feb. 2 through Feb. 12 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Online registrations are not 
being accepted. 

Completed registration 
packets with required docu- 
ments will be accepted starting 
April 5 through April 16 from 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Call 413-538-5068 with 
any questions. 
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47. Ancient kingdom near 
49. You might put it in 


50). Partner to “oohed” 


57. Plant of the bean 
59. One point north of 


60. Patti Hearst's captors 
61. Places to hang 


64. S. Korean statesman 


2. Amounts of time 
3. Aboriginal people of 


4. Popular veggies 


5. Wedding accessory 

6. Deep, narrow gorges 

7. Dry cereal 

8. Competitions that 
require speed 

9. Cain and __ 

10. Snake sound 

12. Type of amino acid 
(abbr.) 

14. Pattern of notes in 
Indian music 

19. Satisfy 

23. Misfire 

24, Nearsightedness 

25. Indicates before 

26. Increase motor speed 


2/.When 
there 


28. Indicates position 

29. Where rockers 
perform 

34. Substitute 

35. __ juris: of one’s own 


right 


36. Earliest form of 
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modern human in 
Europe: __-magnon 

3/7. Adult female bird 

39. Do away with 

40. Lens 

41, Flattened appendage 

42. Post or pillar in Greek 
temple 

44 A medieval citizen of 
Hungary 

45, Spiritual leader of a 
Jewish congregation 

46. Abba __, Israeli 
politician 

47. Sew 

48, Evergreen trees and 
shrubs having oily 
one-seeded fruits 

51. Swiss river 

52. Grayish-white 

93. A way to illustrate 

54. College basketball 
superpower 

58. Midway between 
south and southeast 


you hope to get 





ST. JUDE'S 
NOVENA 


May The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world 
now, and forever. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus pray for us. St. Jude, worker 
of miracles, Helper of the Hopeless, 
pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times 
a day. By the 8th day your prayer 
will be answered. It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be 
promised. 

Thank you St. Jude, for granting 


my petition. D.D. 


A PRAYER 
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Holy Spirit, You who made me see 
everything and showed me the way 
to reach my ideal. You, who gave 
me the divine gift to forgive and for- 
get the wrong that is done to me 
and you, who are in all instances of 
my life with me. |, in this short dia- 
logue want to thank you for every- 
thing and confirm once more that 
| never want to be separated from 
you no matter how great the material 
desire may be. | want to be with you 
and my loved ones in your perpetual 
glory. Amen. Thank you for your 
love towards me and my loved ones. 
Persons must pray the prayer three 
consecutive days without asking your 
wish. After third day wish will be 
granted no matter how difficult it 
may be. Then promise to publish 
this dialogue as soon as this favor 
is granted. | will never stop trusting 
God and His power. 





kind of change we were really looking for. We have tried 
again to spell out what kind of data should be collected in 
order to help us measure progress,” said Gooch. 

The Selectboard analyzes MPIC’s recommendations, 
including tasks, entities associated with certain tasks, tim- 
ing, data that must be collected and items that should be 
added or removed to the preliminary plan. 

Gooch emphasized the importance of communication. 
MPIC engaged all South Hadley’s municipal entities be- 
fore making its recommendations. 

“This goes back to one of the big issues about the 2010 
plan, which was lots of entities said, “Nobody ever asked 
for Our input on it; we were simply told that this is what 
we're going to do.’ For the last two years, MPIC has been 
working very hard to make sure that anybody with any 
stake in this plan has a chance to have some input,” said 
Gooch. 

The Selectboard declined to vote on the Master Plan 
draft last Wednesday, as it must take time to review the 
extensive material that was presented by Gooch. Select- 
board Vice Chair Sarah Etelman offered her insight on 
the process. 

“There’s a lot of detailed information in here, and I 
think we should review it as a board. I’m not sure tonight 
is the night to do. I think folks should sit with it. My pref- 
erence would be to come back as a board and review it 
together,” said Etelman. 

Gooch noted that she is willing to join future Select- 
board meetings to further discuss the Master Plan; Etel- 
man is confident that the draft can be reviewed over two 
meetings. 

“As we do with anything else that we look at, the first 
time that we look at it, we look at it together and then 
come back and have a conversation about it,’ said Etel- 
man. 

Selectboard Chair Jeff Cyr announced that a Screen- 
ing Committee will be formed during the board’s Feb. 2 
meeting. 
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South Hacley 





By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - South 
Hadley’s newest Student Re- 
source Ofc. is settling into his 
position. SRO Joshua Helems 
assumed the role in October and 
has been hard at work since, ac- 
quainting himself with students, 
families and school district em- 
ployees. 

“SROs have a limited role 
in some capacities, and in oth- 
er capacities they have a heavy 
role. Depending on the situation, 
there’s a lot that can be gained 
from working closely with the 
kids. It’s a two-way street,” said 
Helems. 

Police Chief Jennifer Gun- 
dersen asked Helems to take on 
the challenge following the re- 
tirement of SRO Steve Fleming 
and promotion of SRO Doug 
Percy to Sergeant last year. 

Over the past three months, 
Helems has increased his famil- 
larity with juvenile substance 
abuse, mental health awareness 
and medical response _ tech- 
niques. 

“It’s been a busy transition 
simply because there’s so much 
that I have to learn in the posi- 
tion. The learning curve is quite 
large,’ said Helems, who is pri- 
marily stationed at South Hadley 
High School. 

Although the learning pro- 
cess has been easier with the ab- 
sence of students in the schools, 
Helems anticipates their eventu- 
al return to in-person learning. 

“T look forward to that tre- 
mendously; the kids coming 
back and actually having some 
interactions with them face-to- 
face,’ said Helems. “A lot of 
them are missing out on having 
the ability to be here and con- 
verse with their friends and en- 
joy that social atmosphere.” 

When Helems arrives at his 
office in the high school each 
morning, he first responds to 
emails from the members of the 
school district, law enforcement 
agencies and the families of stu- 





Courtesy photo 
Student Resource Officer Joshua 
Helems is slowly settling into 
his new position in the school 
district. 


dents. He then views logs from 
the police department, checking 
them for any juvenile incidents. 

Throughout the — week, 
Helems works closely with high 
school Principal Elizabeth Wood 
and Asst. Principal Patrick Le- 
mieux. He also checks in regu- 
larly with his contacts in the ju- 
venile court. 

“There’s a few cases pending 
all the time that sometimes re- 
quire my attention or for me to 
reach out,” said Helems. 

Helems also works closely 
with State Trooper James Carmi- 
chael; the two are set to partake 
in a Series of upcoming meetings 
with teachers and administrators 
at the high school and Michael 
E. Smith Middle School. 

Future meetings with staff 
members from Mosier Elemen- 
tary School and Plains Elemen- 
tary School are in the works. 
While Helems is stationed at the 
high school, he does try to vis- 
it the middle school every other 
week. 

When Helems first assumed 
the position, he completed a 
40-hour training session made 
available through the National 
Association of School Resource 
Officers. He also trains with 


Reminder 


SRO settling in at schools 


South Hadley’s Drug Addiction 
Response Team, a unit he joined 
during his time as a patrol offi- 
cer, and collaborates with the 
South Hadley Drug & Alcohol 
Coalition, which is directed by 
Fleming. 

Thus far, the experience has 
been rewarding for Helems, 
who praised the employees of 
the school district. As Helems 
becomes accustomed to a new 
position during the COVID-19 
pandemic, he’s gained great re- 
spect for the flexibility of South 
Hadley’s teachers and adminis- 
trators. 

“T give them a lot of credit; it’s 
been a very interesting year. I’ve 
definitely been very impressed 
with their ability to adapt to 
their situations and work as best 
possible,’ said Helems, who is 
available to assist with informa- 
tion pertaining to students that is 
“law enforcement sensitive.” 

Furthermore, Helmes 
thanked the district for its warm 
welcome. Upon his arrival, he 
didn’t know what to expect but 
was greeted with open arms. 

“They’ve been very welcom- 
ing of me, which is a huge bo- 
nus and a big weight lifted off of 
my shoulders because you never 
know how that reception might 
be. They’ve brought me into 
their family, if you will,’ said 
Helems. 

No official decisions have 
been made, but Helems noted 
that the district expects to wel- 
come students back late Febru- 
ary or early March on a hybrid 
basis. When students re-enter the 
schools, Helems will jump at the 
added responsibility. 

“There’s definitely an ele- 
ment of reward associated with 
getting [students] the help they 
need, whether it be educationally 
or on a law enforcement basis, to 
kind of redirect those behaviors 
and patterns,” said Helems. 


Dalton Zbierski is a_ staff 
writer and can be reached at dz- 
bierski@ turley.com. 





DA's office receives anti-violence grant funding 


Staff report 


The Northwestern District 
Attorney’s Office has received 
$120,000 as part of $12.8 million 
in anti-violence grant funding 
announced by the Baker-Polito 
Administration today. 

The grant represents the 
fourth year of funding of the 
four-year Massachusetts Exec- 
utive Office of Public Safety & 


Security’s S.T.O.P. (Services 
Training Officers Prosecutors) 
program. 


It has allowed the NWDA’s 
Domestic Violence Intervention 
Project to pay trained advocates 
who are available by cell phone 
to assist police responding to 


victims of domestic abuse. 
Advocates provide immedi- 
ate assistance, safety planning 
and referrals to local services. 
They are hired by the New 
England Learning Center for 
Women in Transition in Franklin 
County and Valley Human Ser- 
vices at Behavioral Health Net- 
work in Hampshire County. 
“Having a trained advocate 
who can respond immediately 
at the time of the incident and 
provide support is an important 
way that we can help survivors 
and their children,” the NWDA’s 
Director of Domestic and Sexual 
Violence Projects Mary Kociela 
said. “It’s also a great way for us 
to collaborate with our law en- 


forcement and community part- 
ners to help protect victims.” 

The DVIP is an early inter- 
vention, collaborative program 
that combines the services of 
45 police departments, five state 
police barracks, two dispatch 
centers, three courts, two victim 
service providers and our local 
certified batterer’s intervention 
program. 

It is closely tied to the Do- 
mestic Violence High Risk Team 
Project, with DVIP Advocates 
making 45% of potential high 
risk offender referrals to the 
team. Both projects work togeth- 
er to hold offenders accountable 
and keep victims safe. 


Have Something to Share? 


Send your stories and photos 
to townreminder @turey.com 
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Upcoming events at 
the Granby library 


Staff report 


GRANBY — The follow- 
ing are upcoming events at the 
Granby Public Library. 

Make and take bags at the 
Granby Library and CFCE 
Zoom Playgroup 

People are invited to join 
the playgroup on Zoom, stop 
by for a make and take to go 
with it, or just pick up a make 
and take bag. 

Each week, join Marti, the 
playgroup facilitator from 10 
to 11 a.m., for sensory play, 
stories, songs and take and 
make crafts from the library. 

Below are the playgroup 
dates. The take and make bags 
will be available at the library 
Tuesday through Friday of the 
week prior in library lobby 
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

For the Zoom link, email 
Marti at mweichman @collab- 
orative.org. 

Zoom playgroup dates 
and make and take bag and 
story theme 


e February 2: Valentine’s 
Day. Tell someone how spe- 
cial they are when you make 
your own valentines with sup- 
plies the library provides. A 
friendship story today! (Pick 
up make and take bag Jan. 26 
to 29.) 

e February 9: Chinese 
New Year. To celebrate make a 
paper lantern, a magical 

dragon and hear a story 
about Chinese New Year. (Pick 
up make and take bag Feb. 2 to 
5.) 

¢ Feb. 16: No playgroup. 

e February 23: Post Of- 
fice. Create a mailperson’s 
carrier and some letters “to 
mail.” What’s it like to deliver 
the mail? The group will read 
about it! (Pick up make and 
take bag Feb. 16 to 19.) 

e March 2: Look out your 
window. Assemble and deco- 
rate window to peek through. 
Hear a story about what’s 
outside our windows. (Pick 
up make and take bag Feb. 23 
to 26.) 


AAA travel marketplace 
goes virtual for first time 


Staff report 


REGION -— Now in its 18th 
year, New England’s largest 
consumer travel show - AAA 
Travel Marketplace - will take 
place virtually for the first time. 
The travel industry has been up- 
ended over the past year, with 
tourism coming to a screeching 
halt and many traveler’s plans 
canceled or postponed. But 
through the recalibration of 
the travel landscape one thing 
remained certain: the spirit of 
a traveler remains strong and 
when the world is ready, AAA 
will be there to get members 
traveling again. 

AAA Travel Virtual Mar- 
ketplace is being held Satur- 
day, Jan. 30 from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 31 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Travel Mar- 
ketplace is open to all, but ad- 
ditional member benefits and 
discounts are available to AAA 
members. Registration is free. 
Register today at AAA.com/ 
Marketplace. 

The new AAA Travel Vir- 
tual Marketplace will feature 
many of the elements attendees 
came to expect and enjoy from 
the traditional in-person show, 
but from the comfort of their 
homes: exhibitor booths repre- 
senting all facets of the travel 
industry, informative presenta- 
tions from experts and the abil- 
ity to connect with and book 
with a live AAA Travel advisor. 
This free event also has Smart- 
Depart certified travel advisors 
available to answer questions 
about safe travel best practices. 

“The travel industry contin- 
ues to evolve, and so do we,’ 


said Sandra J. Marsian, Vice 
President, Pioneer Valley Re- 
gion. “We know there is going 
to be pent-up demand to travel 
once it’s safe to do so, so we 
wanted to create a digital en- 
vironment where our members 
and travelers can still dream, 
learn and engage with travel 
advisors safely from home.” 

During the show attendees 
can anticipate unbeatable travel 
deals, limited time offers, ex- 
clusive member benefits and the 
opportunity to book now, trav- 
el later and save. In addition, 
there will be daily show spe- 
cials, giveaways and the chance 
to win an amazing vacation - 
including airfare - courtesy of 
AAA travel and AAA member 
choice vacations. Guests who 
book travel at the event qualify 
for a gift card (up to $400) or a 
future travel credit (up to $800) 
on top of special offers. And 
with enhanced, flexible change 
policies travelers can secure 
their dream vacation with con- 
fidence. 

There is plenty to be in- 
spired by at the show - with 
30 vendors and 50 different 
presentations representing ev- 
erything from river and ocean 
cruising to North American 
discoveries, and international 
explorations to tropical get- 
aways. There is something for 
everyone. Attendees can also 
learn about group “bubble” 
tours from Club Adventures 
by AAA Exclusive Vacations, 
where just six people traveling 
together secures a private tour 
with over 1,000 itineraries to 
choose from all over the globe. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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GUEST COLUMN 


Indoor seed sowing 
just like the pros do 


y first experience with seed sowing 
IY instes an egg carton, some potting 

soil and a few marigold seeds. I must 
have been about 10 
years old. I can still 
recall how amazed I 
was that a live plant 
could grow from what 
appeared to be a dried 
up sliver of straw. I can 
even conjure up the 
smell of the moistened 
egg cartons if I think 
about it hard enough! 
Even more enthralling 
of a memory is the first 
harvest of flowers a 
couple of months after 
my offspring made its 
way out to the garden. 

While it is still too 
early to start mari- 
golds or even tomatoes indoors, it is the perfect 
time study up on the process so that you can be 
successful. Sure, it involves a bit more than an 
egg carton and a window sill, but out of it all 
you'll be rewarded for your hard work with a 
bounty of blooms or a basket of vegetables or 
both. Here are a few pointers that I have gleaned 
from many seasons of starting seeds indoors. 

The general idea is to provide a moist, warm 
environment for the seed to germinate and then 
a semi-warm, well-lit environment for the plant 
to grow on. Therefore, props are necessary com- 
ponents if you want to be successful. Previous 
articles have covered this part of seed-starting 
in depth, but I'll re-cap the highlights. Invest 
in some heat mats and set them at 70 degrees 
to provide bottom-heat. As far as light goes, 
the window sill won’t cut it unless you are ex- 
tremely diligent about turning the plants many 
times over the course of the day, and even then, 
“stretch” is likely to occur. Instead, adjust a 
“shop light” so that it can be raised and low- 
ered easily. One cool fluorescent bulb and one 
warm are recommended but two cool work just 
fine in my experience. Forgo garden soil or even 
regular potting soil in place of a finely milled 
seed-starting mix. Sterilize shallow containers 
of choice in a 10% bleach solution before using 
them. 

Sow teenie seeds on the surface of moist 
starting mix; small seed can be sown in shal- 
low furrows. Space as best you can by folding 
an index card, placing the seed in the fold and 
tapping the card with your finger. Larger seeds 
can be buried a quarter of an inch apart. Cov- 
er with a humidity dome or a clear plastic bag 
propped up like a tent and place on bottom heat. 
Mist the soil of surface-sown seeds occasional- 
ly. When thoroughly dry, soak the container in 
a few inches of water; it will absorb moisture 
like a sponge. Once germination occurs, remove 
the dome or bag and place the seedlings within 
a couple of inches of the shop light off of the 
heat mats. Adjust lights accordingly as growth 
occurs. Use liquid fertilizer at one-quarter to 
half-strength after a couple weeks and trans- 
plant into small, individual containers or cells 
after true leaves form. 

Transplanted seedlings can happily grow 
under the lights until it approaches the time to 
plant them outdoors. About a week before Me- 
morial Day, harden off heat lovers such as to- 
matoes, peppers, basil or marigolds. Place in a 
sheltered spot and gradually work up to more 
exposure until finally they are outdoors all day 
and all night. All of this work may seem like a 
lot, but the benefits to starting your own seed- 
lings are many, the first of which is the endless 
number of varieties for sale as seeds versus 
those available as plants at your local nursery. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has 
held the position of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 


IN THE 
GARDEN 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Should | wait until age 70 to claim? 


By Russell Gloor 


Dear Rusty: I have read your answers 
to the commonly asked question of “When 
should I claim social security benefits.” 
You always say one should wait as long as 
possible, up to age 70, to get the maximum 
monthly benefit. But I have not seen you ad- 
dress the matter of all the money you could 
have collected if you start drawing sooner 
and how many years it will take, if you wait, 
to recoup all that money. 

I am now 64. I have always planned to 
wait until at least 66 and possibly to 70 to 
start collecting. I have no health issues and 
expect to live well into my 90s. When I tell 
people this, they question why I am leaving 
so much money on the table by waiting. At 
age 66 I’d get $1,671 per month and, at 70, 
$2,161. Between those two ages I could col- 
lect $73,524. It will take me many years to 
recoup all that money if I wait until 70 to be- 
gin, right? When I consider this, I question 
why I am waiting. Please help clear up my 
confusion and tell me whether I am doing 
the right thing by waiting to claim. Signed: 
Confused Senior 


Dear Confused: You are correct that I 
always try to make people aware of their op- 
tion to get a bigger Social Security benefit 
by waiting longer to claim. But I also always 
stress that the decision to do that should con- 
sider several things - most notably, current 
need for the money, health, and anticipated 
longevity. Said another way, delaying un- 
til age 70 doesn’t make much sense if you 
won’t live long enough to at least “break 
even.” Nevertheless, your point is very well 
taken — not a lot is written about benefits 
not taken when you wait until a later age to 
claim. I actually have written about that be- 
fore, but I’m happy to evaluate your specific 
personal situation. 

Using the numbers you provided, if you 
were to claim your $1,671 benefit starting at 
your full retirement age (FRA) you would 
collect $73,524 over the 44-month period to 
age 70, when you could get the $2,161 ben- 
efit. So how long would it take to break even 
if you wait until age 70 to claim? Well, the 
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difference between your age 70 benefit and 
your FRA benefit is $490. So, if you wait 
and get the higher benefit at age 70, it will 
take you about 12.5 years to recover that 
$73,524 ($73,524 divided by $490 = 150 
months = 12.5 years). 

So, here’s where longevity comes in. 
According to Social Security, average lon- 
gevity for a man your age today is about 84, 
so if you meet or exceed average longevity, 
you'll collect more in cumulative lifetime 
benefits by waiting until age 70 to claim. 
And you'll be getting that higher monthly 
benefit amount throughout your later years, 
a good way to offset inflation. Indeed, that 
higher benefit lasts for the rest of your life, 
and it also means a larger survivor bene- 
fit for your wife if you predecease her. As 
your widow, your wife will get 100% of the 
amount you are receiving when you pass, if 
she has reached her full retirement age and 
if her widow’s benefit is more than her own. 
And 100% of your age 70 benefit is quite a 
bit more than 100% of your earlier benefits. 

I hope this helps clarify your confusion 
about whether to claim now, or at your FRA, 
or to wait even longer to age 70. Here is a 
link to an article I previously published on 
this topic:www.socialsecurityreport.org/ 
ask-rusty-doing-a-breakeven-analysis/. But 
from what you’ve shared with me, I don’t 
see anything wrong with your plan to con- 
tinue waiting until at least your FRA, and 
possibly until age 70, to claim, especially 
since you expect to live well into your 90s. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin- 
ions and interpretations of the AMAC Foun- 
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other gov- 
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us at ss- 
advisor @ amacfoundation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi- 
sor for AMAC. 
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A QUOTE 


of NOTE 


€ © There’s definitely 
an element of reward 
associated with 
getting [students] 
the help they need, 
whether it be 
educationally or on 
a law enforcement 
basis, to kind of 
redirect those 
behaviors and 
patterns. 99 


said Student Resource 
Ofc. Joshua Helems 
in the story “SRO settling in.” 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS POLICY 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad- 
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au- 
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right to 
edit or withhold any sub- 
missions. lLibelous, un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or defa- 
mation of character are not 
allowed. Deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (preferred) 
letters to townreminder@ 
turley.com. Mailed letters 
can be sent to Town Re- 
minder, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY — When it comes 
to pursuing their passions, the students 
at the Pioneer Valley Performing Arts 
Charter Public School refuse to let the 
COVID-19 pandemic interfere. On Jan. 
16, the institution hosted the Virtual Val- 
ley Multi-Arts Festival, featuring more 
than 70 students from across the region. 

“One of our theatre teachers [Emma 
Ayres] initiated the idea and began put- 
ting together this collection of work from 
students at PVPA and other schools in 
the community. We have some pretty ex- 
pansive representation and put together a 
two-hour show,” said Charlotte Donovan, 
PVPA’s director of enrollment and com- 
munications. 

The presentation showcased multiple 
disciplines of art, bringing attention to 
issues such as social justice to political 
awareness. Sara Becker, a PVPA senior, 
created a screenplay about giving minori- 
ties more of a voice on the national stage. 

Becker worked alongside multiple 
underclassmen when preparing her piece 
and made the presentation accessible over 
Zoom. She listed several of the challenges 
that came about in creating a remote per- 
formance. 

“My main schtick is theatre,’ said 
Becker. “When you’re doing a theatre pre- 
sentation through Zoom, it can be really 
different because theatre people are used 
to having this kind of reaction and vibe 
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Covered in snow, PVPA appears quiet. But its students are going above and beyond in the pursuit of their artistic passions. 


you get with the crowd that you don’t get 
when you're just performing for Zoom.” 

PVPA students of all ages participated 
in the virtual festival. Ashleigh Thayer, a 
seventh-grade student at PVPA, jumped at 
the opportunity to display her talent. 

“When I heard about it, I thought, 
‘This is something that I really want 
to do,’ because I haven’t done a perfor- 
mance in like a year because the world 
shut down. This sounded fun so I entered 
in a submission form and got into the per- 
formance,’ said Thayer. 

Thayer recorded a song in her liv- 
ing room in the presence of her family 
and forwarded it to Ayres, who included 
it in the presentation. Thayer said, “Do- 
ing it virtually is just as fun and just as 


A PORTMAN OF THE PROCEEDS BENEFIT YOUR 
FAVORITE ARTS HON-PROFITS IN FRAMELIN, 
HAMPDEN, AMD HAMPSHIRE COUNTY. 
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Virtual Valley Multi-Arts Festival, a remote presentation 
hosted by PVPA on Jan. 16, featured more than 70 
students from in and around South Hadley. 


With a range of media types, the Pioneer Valley 
Performing Arts Charter School hosted a multi-art 
festival, which attracted over 70 students. 


nerve-wracking.” 

Looking beyond her own work, Thay- 
er was blown away by the talent displayed 
by her peers. 

“T really enjoyed all of the other per- 
formances; everybody’s was spectacular. 
It made me so happy to see what every- 
body’s been doing,” said Thayer, who 
credited the upperclassmen at PVPA for 
aiding her artistic growth remotely. 

As she observed the final product, 
Donovan was both proud and impressed. 
The flood of creativity, resilience and ar- 
tistic pride that the participants demon- 
strated left her more than inspired. 

“I feel so lucky to experience these stu- 
dents and what it is they create and share. 
To see the level of skill and maturity that 


awareness. 


these students are at their age; it gives me 
so much hope in what the creative world 
will be post-pandemic,’ said Donovan. 

For more information on how to view 
the Jan. 16 virtual festival, Donovan can 
be reached at cdonovan@ pvpa.org. When 
all is said and done, however, Donovan 
noted that the audience itself isn’t what 
matters most. 

“The number of people who came to 
the show didn’t matter and how much 
money we raised didn’t matter because 
it was about the ability to showcase and 
come together in community and con- 
gratulate them for working and pushing 
through and persevering,” said Donovan. 

Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer, who 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 





Students at Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter 
School showcased multiple disciplines of art, bringing 
attention to issues such as social justice to political 





HCC Women’s Leadership Series returns 


HOLYOKE — Luz Lopez, ex- 
ecutive director of MetroCare of 
Springfield, and Annamarie Golden, 
director of Community Relations 
for Baystate Health, will be the fea- 
tured presenters Jan. 27 for the first 
Holyoke Community College Wom- 
en’s Leadership Luncheon Series of 
2021. 

The Spring Women’s Leadership 
Luncheon Series will be held from 


noon to 1:15 p.m. over Zoom on the 
last Wednesdays of January, Febru- 
ary, March, April and May. 

Once a month, participants will 
join a group of women leaders to dis- 
cuss current issues and ideas to help 
their leadership development. They 
will also have the opportunity to 
form a supportive network of women 
leaders to help navigate their careers. 

The theme of the first session 1s 


“Compassion Fatigue.” 

“T think many of us are feeling 
exhausted from all the work and life 
adjustments we’ve had to make in 
2020,” said Michele Cabral, HCC ex- 
ecutive director of Business, Corpo- 
rate and Professional Development. 
“There couldn’t be a better time to 
get together with a small group of 


Please see HCC page 6 
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413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
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Webinar for military members, 
veteran community scheduled 


NORTHAMPTON — “Adapting and Thriving in 
the Era of COVID-19” will be the topic of a webinar 
on Feb. 10 for military members and the military vet- 
eran community. 

The Western Massachusetts Veterans Outreach 
Project, a consortium of specialists who work with 
military veterans, and the Smith College Dept. of So- 
cial Work, are hosting the webinar. 

“COVID-19 has been difficult for everyone, but if 
you’re in the military or a veteran, there are unique 
issues that make dealing with mental health concerns 
even more challenging,” said Larry Cervelli, the Out- 
reach Project’s chairperson. 

The 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. webinar will explore 
ways for veterans to build on their unique strengths, 
how they can manage stress and isolation during the 
pandemic and get resources to connect to community 
agencies serving the specific needs of veterans. 

Camille Hall, PhD, from the University of Tennes- 
see College of Social Work, will join Kathryn Bash- 
am, PhD, from Smith College School of Social Work, 
will lead one of the discussions. A panel of area vet- 
erans will also review how veterans are coping during 
the pandemic. 

Military members, veterans and community pro- 
viders who work with veterans can register for the free 
webinar at https://www.cvent.com/d/bjq8g0/4W. We- 
binar log-in information will then be provided. 

For more information about the webinar, contact 
Cervelli at Ridgetoprambler@ outlook.com or at 413- 
320-5662. 


HCC from page 6 


like-minded women to get feedback and professional 
support for the new year. Whether you’re at the begin- 
ning or middle of your career, this is a great opportu- 
nity to boost your outlook and skills.” 

Each lunch-time event will feature two presenters 
leading discussions on different topics: 

Feb. 24: “Maintaining Power and Grace with 
Glass Ceilings” — Lynn Turner, coach and business 
strategist, Clear Vision Alliance, Inc.; Moe Belliveau, 
executive director, Easthampton Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

March 31: “Women’s Leadership from a Male 
Perspective” — Presenters TBD 

April 28: Topic and presenters TBD 

May 26: “Leading Through Change” — Margaret 
Tantillo, executive director, Dress for Success West- 
ern Massachusetts; Jess Roncarati-Howe, program 
director, Dress for Success Western Massachusetts. 

Sessions are $20 each. The full five-session series 
is $50. Space is limited. Advance registration is re- 
quired. To register, please visit HCC website. 
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U.S. Army veteran Brian Willette of the MA VFW Foreign Wars Honor Guard partook in the virtual “Parade Across 
America” on Jan. 20 alongside his daughter, Honor Guard Commander Christine Lupacchino, a U.S. Air Force and 
Chicopee resident, Eric Segundo, a U.S. Army veteran from Springfield, Rene Fuertes, a U.S. Navy veteran from 
Randolph and Keith Buckhout, a U.S. Marine and Air Force veteran from Easthampton. 


VFW from page 1 


history of the inauguration parade 
that all 56 states and territories were 
featured. We’ve done a number of 
high-profile parades in the past, but 
this is the highest honor that we’ve 
been involved in. We knew were up 
to the task and put as much energy 
into this as possible,’ said Com- 
mander of the Massachusetts Muili- 
tary Order of the Purple Heart, US 
Army veteran and South Hadley 
Brian Willette, who carried a rifle 
during the procession. 

Willette partook in the venture 
alongside his daughter Christine 
Lupacchino, a U.S. Air Force and 
Chicopee resident, who serves as 
Commander of the Honor Guard. 

Eric Segundo, a U.S. Army 
veteran from Springfield, Rene 
Fuertes, a U.S. Navy veteran from 
Randolph and Keith Buckhout, a 
U.S. Marine and Air Force veteran 
from Easthampton rounded out the 
five-person unit. 

On Jan. 20, the Honor Guard paid 
tribute to the “Greatest Generation,’ 
veterans who served in WWII, and 
the “Newest Greatest Generation,’ 
members of today’s all-volunteer 
U.S. Armed Forces. 

During its presentation, members 
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of the Honor Guard wore WWII Air- 
borne uniforms, revealing the dis- 
tinctive shoulder insignia of the 82nd 
Airborne Division, the country’s first 
division compromised entirely of 
all-volunteer Paratroopers. 

While the Honor Guard filmed 
and submitted its routine more than 
a month ago, it did not receive word 
of its selection until two days prior 
to the inauguration. Fortunately, the 
group had prepared itself for the 
spotlight. 

The Honor Guard was featured 
on national television twice last 
Wednesday, once during the virtual 
parade and again in the evening on 
“Celebrating America,’ a special in- 
auguration program hosted by actor 
Tom Hanks. 

“This event really encapsulated 
everything that we stand for,’ Wil- 
lette said. 

The national stage was not too 
big for the five-person squad of com- 
bat veterans, who hone their skills at 
a wide range of events each year. 

“Whether it’s posting the colors 
at a little league championship game 
here in western Mass or at a Red 
Sox game, the same professionalism 
and dedication goes into each Honor 
Guard presentation,’ said Willette. 

Willette was especially proud of 
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his daughter, Lupacchino, who of- 
fered a congratulatory message to 
President Biden. Participating in the 
Honor Guard is a family tradition 
that dates back many decades. 

“My dad, her grandfather, was 
a member of the old United States 
Honor Guard in Washington D.C. 
in the 1950s,” said Willette. “I often 
think it skipped me and went to her; 
the expertise. She really knows her 
stuff as our Commander. I couldn’t 
be prouder.” 

For Willette, the recent attack on 
the U.S. Capital brought added sig- 
nificance to an honor that he already 
considered to be special in its own 
right. He explained how the events 
that unfolded in Washington D.C. 
several weeks ago impacted his ap- 
proach. 

“The events of Jan. 6 added spe- 
cial weight to this day. The attack on 
the Capital, I feel, was a direct attack 
on our Constitution,’ said Willette. 
“Tt increased the magnitude and gave 
us that extra pride. Being all veter- 
ans, we’ve sworn to uphold the Con- 
stitution of the United States against 
all enemies foreign and domestic, 
and I feel that we played a role in up- 
holding that Constitution on Jan. 20, 
participating in the inauguration.” 
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Hockey team protests season cancellation 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


SOUTH HADLEY -— The 
South Hadley School Commit- 
tee has changed course, voting 
Monday to allow ice hockey to 
be played. 

The committee had initially 
denied the proposal for hockey 
brought forward at a previous 
meeting, but outcry from the 
hockey players and their fami- 
lies brought the subject forward 
again at Monday’s four-hour 
long meeting. 

The issue was brought up im- 
mediately, and then the decision 
was reversed by a 3-1 vote of the 
committee with one member ab- 
sent from the meeting. 

School committee member 
Allison Schlachter brought the 
conversation back forward. 

“The decision just was not 
sitting well with me,’ she said. 

She reached out to the South 
Hadley athletic department. She 
said the social isolation has been 
tough for students. 

More questions were an- 
swered and Schlachter proposed 
allowing the hockey team to be 
played. Charles Miles cast the 
lone dissenting vote. 

Players initially did not take 
the decision of not being able to 
play lightly. 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 





submitted photo 


Members of the South Hadley High School hockey team protest outside Plains Elementary School. The 
team has had its season reinstated by the school committee. 


Following the South Hadley 
School Committee’s decision to 
deny the Tigers an opportunity to 
play, a protest was held last Sat- 
urday morning at Plain Elemen- 
tary School. 

Members of the team as- 
sembled at the school to let the 
school district know how they 
felt about the decision to cancel 
their season. 


South Hadley ice hockey, 
which co-ops. with neighbor 
Granby, was prepared to begin 
its season during the past week 
before the school committee 
opted not to allow the sport to 
play. Basketball is also not being 
played at South Hadley. 

South Hadley ice hockey has 
been a perennial playoff con- 
tender during the past decade. 


The Tigers have also co-oped 
with Holyoke in the past, though 
that partnership recently ended. 
There has been no movement to 
renew the partnership. 

Athletic Director — Eric 
Castonguay said he gave a pre- 
sentation to the school commit- 
tee at the Jan. 4 meeting. The 
vote was then delayed until later 
in the month. 


www-.sports.turley.com 








“TI demonstrated to the com- 
mittee how we could run a sea- 
son safely,” said Castonguay. “I 
showed them what I needed for 
support to ensure safe protocols 
were being enforced, and an em- 
phasis for now spectators to limit 
the amount of exposure.” 

South Hadley participated in 
the fall season. The school suc- 
cessful played boys soccer, girls 
soccer, cross country, and field 
hockey. Girls volleyball was de- 
ferred to the Fall 2 season. Foot- 
ball for all schools was deferred 
to the fall season. 

There were some minor 
hiccups with a few isolated 
COVID-19 cases in the fall, but 
nothing that resulted in any ma- 
jor shutdowns or delays in the 
fall season, which was also ab- 
breviated and included between 
10 and 12 contests. 

A limited number of fans 
were allowed at games during 
the fall due to the contests be- 
ing held outdoors, though 
Castonguay recommended hav- 
ing no fans during the winter 
sports to ensure the ability for 
games to be played. 

Town surrounding South 
Hadley are not playing any win- 
ter sports, including Granby, 
Belchertown, and Holyoke. 
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The Thompson 300 will take place in October at Thompson 
Speedway. 


Entry forms now available 
for the Thompson 300 


WATERBURY, Conn. — 
The American-Canadian Tour 
(ACT) and Pro All Stars Series 
(PASS) have released the official 
entry form for the Thompson 
300 at Connecticut’s Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park 
on Oct. 9 and 10. More than 
$100,000 in projected awards 
are posted for the return of the 
historic event as part of the 59th 
World Series of Speedway Rac- 
ing. 

As previously announced, 
the 300-lap event will pay the 
winner a guaranteed minimum 
of $20,000. Second place re- 
ceives $7,500 with $5,000 for 
third. Everyone who takes the 
green flag will bring home at 
least $1,200. Thirty-six starting 
positions have been posted with 
a total of $85,475 in base purse 


money. 

Lap money is also up for 
grabs. Every lap sold will award 
$50 to the driver who leads that 
lap. This means up to $15,000 
in lap money and the Thompson 
300 winner could pocket up to 
$35,000 total. 

A Last Chance “B” Feature 
has been posted as well. This 
final round qualifier will pay 
$1,000 to win and $250 to start 
for teams that do not transfer 
into the Thompson 300. 

“The Thompson 300 is one 
of the most famous events in 
Modified racing,’ ACT man- 
aging partner Cris Michaud 
said. “When Tom Mayberry 
and I reached out agreement to 
promote events at Thompson 


Please see RACING page 8 





Winter 
sports 
begin 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 





REGION — Winter sports, 
however abbreviated, have be- 
gun for several schools in West- 
ern and Central Massachusetts. 

While Quabbin got off to a 
start a bit earlier, several West- 
ern Mass. teams caught up with 
game action beginning last 
Thursday evening. 

Ludlow, Amherst, Agawam, 
Ware, and Hampden Charter 
School of Science were all in 
action with girls and boys bas- 
ketball. 

Hockey also got in on the 
action over the weekend, though 
not all of the hockey teams were 
involved with some schools opt- 
ing not to participate in the sport. 

Chicopee, Chicopee Com- 
prehensive, and Minnechaug, 
along with Pathfinder and 
Palmer, were scheduled to get 
involved on the action earlier 
this week, with the game action 
starting to pick up and teams at- 
tempting to play 10 to 12 games 


during the next five or six weeks, 
which is what is left of the win- 
ter season. 

Agawam is scheduled to be 
in a bubble west of the Connecti- 
cut River, including Westfield 
and West Springfield. 

Amherst will matchup with 
Ludlow, among other teams, 
and Ware and Hampden Charter 





Amherst took the 
ice to start the 
regular season 

last week against 

Ludlow. 


mixed up last week, and Ware is 
set to take on Palmer and Path- 
finder in the coming weeks. 

Minnechaug and Chicopee 
Comprehensive are set to match 
up next week as well. East Long- 
meadow will also join the mix in 
that bubble. 


Please see SPORTS page 8 
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Pioneers to host 
Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW -— Western United 
Pioneers FC is excited to offer a 
soccer clinic in Pelham, MA for 
players in the Massachusetts 
North Region. The clinic pro- 
vides off-season training and 
skill development by WUP FC 
coaches. The second sessions 
available. 

This program is offered to 
boys and girls born in 2010, 
2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. The 
four-week program includes one 
practice per week for a total of 
$65 per session. Sessions will 
consist of a max of 15 players 
per field (COVID regulation for 
the players’ safety). 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 
2/22, 3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 
and 2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 
2011, and 2012: Session is at 6 
p.m. 

The sessions will be held at 
Pelham Elementary School at 
45 Amherst Road, Pelham, MA 
01002. 


sign-ups now 
available for 2021 
Relics softball 


LUDLOW — The Western 
Mass Relics has opened regis- 
tration for the 2021 Senior Soft- 
ball Season. The Silver Division 
(age 50 to 64) has filled 36 of 
the 112 spots and the Gold D1- 
vision (65-and-up) has filled 32 
of the 96 spots. The registrations 
are accepted on a first come first 
serve basis. All our games are 
played at the Fish & Game in 
Ludlow. For further information 
or to register go to http://www. 
westernmassrelics.org. 





Follow Turley Sports 
on Instagram 


urley Publications sports 
department has _ recently 
joined Instagram. You can 
find our account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will regularly 
feature samples of photos that 
you will see in our publications 
on a weekly basis. Please follow 
and share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featuring 
photos from all 11 of our sports 
sections in the coming weeks, 
but as always, you can see all the 
photos that appear by subscribing 
to your local paper or picking up 
a copy in your community. 





Reminder 


New umpires needed for 2021 season 


REGION — The Western 
Massachusetts Baseball Um- 
pire Association is looking for 
individuals who are interested 
in umpiring baseball at the 
high school and youth level. 
The WMBUA services high 
school baseball and various 
other leagues in the Greater 
Springfield area/ Hampden 
County. 

The WMBUA’s first year 


SPORTS from page 7 


In hockey action, Lud- 
low and Amherst had _ their 
first games of the regular 
season. Ludlow, Agawam, 
Minnechaug, and other Berry 
Division teams will be part of 
a league in the coming sea- 
son. Most of the teams in that 
league play their home games 
at Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield. 

Action at Olympia Ice 
Center last Saturday included 
Ludlow and Amherst as well 
as East Longmeadow and 
Agawam. All players were 
observing changes in protocol 
by changing into uniforms and 
gear in parking lots. Tempera- 
tures were cold with an even 
colder wind chill on Saturday. 
Players were only allowed 
to put skates on once inside 
the arena. The small num- 
ber of fans allowed to attend 
games were not allowed to 
mill around in the lobby, and 
the extension of benches was 
completed as well as a fenced- 
in extension. 

At Olympia, if more than 
one player on a team was sent 
to the penalty box, they were 
sent to their team’s bench to 
serve out the penalty in order 
to have one player in the box 
at a time. 


members class will be held 
for roughly five to six weeks, 
beginning in February. The 
class dates right now are flu- 
id as the organization mon- 
itors what happens with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Class 
is usually one or two nights 
per week from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. 
The class takes place in the 
First Baptist Church of East 


Charteris = 
oneofthe — 
schools si 
playing this 
winter. 


The winter season will 
continue until late February 
and then Fall 2 is scheduled 
to begin with some basket- 


ee lES} 





Longmeadow’s classrooms at 
50 Parker Street. Classes may 
also be virtual if COVID-19 
does not allow for in-person 
meetings. 

If you are interested in 
taking the classes, contact 
Chris Meffen, the WMBUA 
Secretary, via email at cmef- 


fen8017@ gmail.com or 
visit the WMBUA website 
at http://wmbua.org. 


ball action, indoor track, girls 
volleyball, and football tak- 
ing center stage into the first 
month of the spring. 


State searches to fill vacant Gaming Commission seat 


BOSTON — _ = Governor 
Charlie Baker, Attorney Gen- 
eral Maura Healey, and State 
Treasurer Deborah Goldberg 
announced a new posting for 
the appointment to the Massa- 
chusetts Gaming Commission. 

The vacant position re- 
quires experience in profes- 
sional gaming, regulatory 
administration, or gaming 
industry management. The 
appointment will be made by 
a majority vote of the Gover- 
nor, Attorney General and the 
Treasurer. 

The Commission must be 


bipartisan, with no more than 
three members representing 
the same political party. 

The application may be 
downloaded from the web- 
site of the Massachusetts 
Office of the State Treasur- 
er and Receiver General 
(Www.masstreasury.org) or 
Attorney General  (https:// 
www.mass.gov/info-details/ 
board-and-commission-ap- 
pointments-by-the-attor- 
ney-general) 

All applications must be 
received no later than Feb. 19. 
Your completed application 


may be subject to the public 
records law (G.L. c. 66). To 
be considered for this joint 
appointment, you may submit 
a completed application to 
any one of the three appoint- 
ing authorities and need not 
apply more than once. 

The mission of the Massa- 
chusetts Gaming Commission 
is to create and maintain a fair, 
transparent, and participatory 
process for implementing the 
expanded gaming law passed 
by the Legislature and signed 
by Governor Deval Patrick in 
Nov. 2011. 
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number because the 41 families 
in South Hadley who have been 
affected by deaths from COVID 
sure would cringe at even sug- 
gesting that,” said Sullivan. 

South MHadley’s positivity 
rate could be closer to 8%, said 
Sullivan indicating that Mount 
Holyoke College conducts ap- 
proximately 2,000 tests each 
week, many of which are given 
repeatedly to the same person- 
nel. 

“That’s driving the positivity 
rate down,” said Sullivan. “‘Re- 
member, in the summer we were 
1.2% and 1.3%; we even went 
below 1% for a couple of weeks. 
We’re relatively four times what 
it was then. We’re below that 
5%, and that’s important, but 
it’s a little bit of false bottom in 


the respect that Mount Holyoke 
College does so much testing.” 

All remains quiet on the vac- 
cine front, although the town 
created online portal, Civi- 
cReady, to update residents who 
register via text, phone call or 
email. The arrival of vaccines in 
South Hadley, and many other 
communities across the state, 
has been delayed. 

“Unfortunately, the dirty lit- 
tle secret is [the state] doesn’t 
have nearly enough vaccines. 
People are hearing about these 
vaccines, and the Feb. | roll out 
where they’re going to be eligi- 
ble under the new guidelines, 
but there are no vaccines to be 
found,” said Sullivan. 

Several nearby communities, 
including Chicopee, are taking 
reservations for COVID-19 vac- 
cinations. South Hadley will not 


follow suit, as Sullivan opposes 
the strategy. 

“That is just a recipe for a 
political mischievousness,” said 
Sullivan. “I can’t believe com- 
munities are doing it because we 
all have been told that once the 
vaccines come in, you'll have 
to go online or go to your pri- 
mary care physician to sign up 
for one of the state’s vaccines. 
Taking your name, and having a 
list per se, is a dangerous redun- 
dancy that will cause all kind of 
confusion for people.” 

Until advised otherwise, 
Sullivan requests that residents 
continue to social distance, san- 
itize, wear masks and stay home 
if possible. If residents choose 
to go out, they are simply asked 
to use common sense. 

“We want people to be dili- 
gent and double down on those 


directions we’re giving,’ said 
Sullivan. “If you don’t do it, 
we're not out there arresting 
you. Some people think we 
should be more forceful, but 
we're doing the best with the re- 
sources we have.” 

All in all, the vast majority 
of South Hadley residents have 
been extremely cooperative 
throughout the pandemic, a fact 
that is appreciated by all of the 
town’s officials. 

Now, residents must ride out 
the duration of the storm. 

“Right now, we’re asking 
people to be patient and not fall 
for some of the conversations 
that are happening around vac- 
cines,” said Sullivan. “I’d love 
to get a vaccine too. The truth of 
the matter is [the state] doesn’t 
have enough.” 
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Speedway, Tom’s first idea was 
to bring back the Thompson 300. 
Together, we’ve put a lot of work 
into figuring out how to make it 
happen. We’re already excited 
even with the date still nearly 
nine months away. It’s going to 
be a must-see event this year and 
hopefully for years to come.” 

The entry form has _ been 
posted at www.acttour.com/out- 
law-open-modifieds and www. 
proallstarsseries.com. Teams 
that register by Thursday, April 
15 receive an early-entry dis- 
count. The first 26 teams that 
register will also receive a garage 
stall for World Series weekend. 

Qualifying for the Thompson 
300 is scheduled for Saturday, 
Oct. 9 with the 300-lap main 
event on Sunday, Oct. 10. An op- 
tional practice session is planned 
for Friday, Oct. 8. More informa- 
tion will be announced over the 
coming months. All schedules 
are subject to change. 

This year’s Thompson 300 is 
the first time the event has been 
held since 2005. Previous win- 
ners include Northeast racing 
legends Richie Evans, Geoffrey 
Bodine, Ron Bouchard, Jimmy 
Spencer, Mike Stefanik, Steve 
Park, Mike McLaughlin, and Ted 
Christopher. 

The return of the Thompson 
300 is the finale in the six-race 
Thompson Outlaw Open Mod- 
ified Series. The opener of the 
series is the $10,000-to-win 
Icebreaker 125 on April 10 and 
11. Some of the top names in 
Tour-Type Modified racing have 
already entered the Icebreaker 
event, including Keith Rocco, 
Doug Coby, Bobby Santos I], 
Ron Silk, Mike Christopher Jr., 
and Jon McKennedy. The se- 
ries also includes $5,000-to-win 
events on June 16, July 7, Aug. 
11, and Sept. 15. 

Teams that attempt to qualify 
for all six Outlaw Open Modi- 
fied Series events will be eligible 
for provisional starting spots in 
the Thompson 300. The number 
of available provisionals is to be 
determined. 

The rules for the Outlaw 
Open Modified Series have been 
posted at www.acttour.com/out- 
law-open-modifieds. Contact 
Greg Felton at (413) 695-2272 
or gt.felton@gmail.com with 
any Modified tech questions. 

For more information about 
the American-Canadian ‘Tour, 
contact the ACT offices at (802) 
244-6963, media@acttour.com, 
or visit www.acttour.com. You 
can also get updates on Face- 
book and Twitter at @ACTTour. 

For technical information 
concerning all PASS divisions, 
and for media or marketing 
questions, please contact pass- 
racing @roadrunner.com or vis- 
it www.proallstarsseries.com. 
Don’t forget to “Like” the Pro All 
Stars Series on Facebook or fol- 
low on Twitter @PASSSLM14 
to keep up with breaking news as 
it happens. 

For general Thompson 
Speedway inquires, call (860) 
923-2280, email oval@thomp- 
sonspeedway.com, or visit www. 
thompsonspeedway.com. You 
can follow Thompson Speedway 
on Facebook and Instagram at @ 
ThompsonSpeedway or on Twit- 
ter at @ThompsonSpdwy. 


Visit us at 


www. 


turley 


com 
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COLLEGE NOTES 


University of New Hampshire’s 
Dean’s List for the Fall 2020 Semester 


DURHAM, NH - The following stu- 
dents have been named to the Dean’s List 
at the University of New Hampshire for 
the fall 2020 semester. 

Sarah Fudger of South Hadley, earning 
High Honors 

Caitlin Murphy of South Hadley, earn- 
ing Highest Honors 

Luke Zuchowski of South Hadley, 
earning High Honors 

Kayleigh Hynek of South Hadley, 
earning High Honors 

Students named to the Dean’s List 
at the University of New Hampshire are 
students who have earned recognition 
through their superior scholastic perfor- 
mance during a semester enrolled in a 
full-time course load (12 or more graded 
credits). Highest honors are awarded to 
students who earn a semester grade point 
average of 3.85 or better out of a possible 
4.0. Students with a 3.65 to 3.84 average 
are awarded high honors and students 
whose grade point average is 3.5 through 
3.64 are awarded honors. 


Anthony Kelly named to 
Springfield College Dean’s List 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield College 
has named Anthony Kelly, from South 
Hadley, to the dean’s list for academic ex- 
cellence for the 2020 fall semester. 

Kelly has a primary major of Criminal 
Justice. 

The criteria for selection to the Dean’s 
List are as follows: The student must have 
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Superintendent) Dianna (Bonneville) 
makes. That’s if we have enough people 
to staff any given building on any given 
day. Those are the most important ones.” 

Based on the data, there are 53.78 cas- 
es per 100,000 and the town has a 4.6% 
positivity rate, but Miles said the number 
was deceptive given that Mount Holyoke 
started testing people on campus. 

“Over a two-week period of the 3,104 
tests in South Hadley, more than half 
(1,637) were from Mt. Holyoke,” Miles 
said. “South Hadley as a whole had 115 
positive cases, seven at Mt. Holyoke 
meaning the overall positivity rate was 
A% and the town, excluding Mt. Holy- 
oke, has a 7.36% rate.” 

Student representative Maddie Foley 
spoke about her hope that there would be 
consistency. 

“T’ve lost half of my senior year, but I 
think for me, and for students I’ve spoken 
with, it’s hard to talk about with the num- 
bers,” she said. “We don’t want to have to 
go back (into the building) then fully re- 
mote for another month. It would be dis- 
appointing and even more discouraging. 
I would give anything to get part of my 
senior year, even if for two weeks.” 

School Committee members voiced 
their support for getting students in the 
building as quickly and safely as possible. 

School Committee Chair Kyle Be- 
langer began the discussion by saying he 
would like to vote on a plan. 

“You have a plan, but when the house 


completed a minimum of 12 credit hours 
of graded coursework for the term, exclu- 
sive of “P” grades. The student must not 
have any incompletes or missing grades 
in the designated term. The student must 
have a minimum semester grade average 
of 3.500 for the term. 


American International College 
announces Fall 2020 Dean’s List 


SPRINGFIELD— American Interna- 
tional College in Springfield, has named 
640 students to the Dean’s List for the 
fall 2020 semester. Dean’s List students 
are full time students who have achieved 
a 3.3 to 4.0 GPA. AIC commends the ef- 
forts and accomplishments of these schol- 
ars during this unprecedented time. 

Emma Bowers, of Granby 

Trystin Burger, of Granby 

Isiah Colon, of South Hadley 

Nicole Descheneaux, of South Hadley 

James Foley, of South Hadley 

Ratana Khun, of South Hadley 

Courtney Levreault, of South Hadley 

Sydney Mercier, of South Hadley 

Stephen Stratton, of South Hadley 

Alexis Strycharz, of South Hadley 

Nora Young, of Granby 

Founded in 1885, American Interna- 
tional College is a private, co-education- 
al, doctoral granting institution located in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, comprising 
the School of Business, Arts and Sciences, 
the School of Education, and the School 
of Health Sciences. AIC supports and ad- 
vances education, diversity, and opportu- 
nity for its students and the community. 


catches on fire, you don’t go back into the 
house. But we have families that need to 
have a plan,” he said. 

School Committee member Christine 
Phillips emphasized the need to get all the 
students back to hybrid learning that will 
be participating. 

“We have people waiting for us to 
give them dates and we’re talking about 
the fact it’s going to stress teachers going 
back to hybrid,’ she said. “The hybrid 
students are the most significant group in 
terms of numbers. We keep kicking them 
down road. I am struggling to see us get- 
ting them into school. The vaccine isn’t 
going to save everything we’re going to 
keep running into barriers.” 

School Committee member Allison 
Schlachter said there may not be a large 
number of students opting into the hybrid 
model. She said her daughter has begun 
remote learning. 

“Tt’s strange, there are three people in 
a class. Forty percent are out doing ful- 
ly remote learning that leaves 60% cut in 
half daily in the schools. It’s not going to 
be crowded. My guess is that lot of peo- 
ple are going to want to finish the year at 
home. It’s not going to be a full house.” 

Miles said while he would love to “put 
a pin” on the dates, he said he voted in fa- 
vor with the understanding that if “things 
go off the rails,’ the schools would go re- 
mote. 

“T don’t see this as a calendar deci- 
sion, I see this as a conditions decision 
and what the data will look like as we get 
closer,” he said. 
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Reminder 


Elaine Oldread 


SOUTH HADLEY —- In 
loving memory of our mother, 
Elaine Estelle Oldread (Gra- 
ham) (Guiel). Born Feb. 7, 
1925, living most of her life in 
South Hadley. 

There is no more extraordi- 
nary gift than the lasting love of 


a mother. With hearts grieving, the world had to say 
goodbye to this incredible woman on Jan. 15, 2021. 
Surrounded by her children, she stepped into the light 
of heaven, carrying a suitcase filled with all the love 


she gathered up during her life. 


Her goodness, nurturing, humor and wisdom will 
carry on in the memories of all who met her. 

Those who left this earth before her include her 
mother Serella Guiel (Beaudry), father Eugene Guiel, 
sisters D. Vivian Prive, Joan Crews, Jeanie Newcom- 
er, D. Lorraine Griffin and Alice Turcotte. Her hus- 
bands George Graham and Willard Oldread, and her 


son William Oldread. 


Grieving her loss include her sister Jacquline 
Kras, children Gail L’esperance-Norris and her hus- 
band, Kenneth Norris, Joyce Miga, Jeffrey Oldread, 
and his wife, Barbara Oldread, Nancy Morin, and 
her husband, James Morin. She also leaves behind 
many beautiful grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
great-great-grandchildren, numerous nieces, neph- 


ews, and extended family members. 


May she dance through the meadows in heaven 
with all those she loved and lost as they gather to cel- 


ebrate the uniting of their souls. 


We will celebrate her life with a gathering when 
it is safe to remember her together while social dis- 


tancing. 
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Obituary 


DEATH NOTICE 


Elaine Estelle Oldread 
Died Jan. 15, 2021 
Services to be 
held at later date. 


Town Reminder 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





Girl Scout cookie season fueled by spirit 


REGION — Local Girl Scouts will put 
to use new Sales strategies and technolo- 
gy skills honed during a global pandem- 
ic as Girl Scouts of Central & Western 
Massachusetts kicks off the 2021 Girl 
Scout Cookie season. The cookie season 
like no other kicked off on Friday, Jan. 
15, in central and western Mass. 

Girl Scouts are selling in creative, 
socially distant, and contact-free ways 
to keep themselves and their customers 
safe during a challenging time. Even in 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic, girls 
are adapting their sales methods through 
the largest girl-led entrepreneurship pro- 
gram—including taking  contact-free 
pickup and delivery orders through a 
new national collaboration with Grub- 
hub. Additionally, Girl Scouts of the 
USA is making online cookie ordering 
available nationwide on Febr. 1 so con- 
sumers who don’t know a Girl Scout can 
still purchase cookies from a local troop 
for direct shipment to their homes or do- 
nation to local organizations. 

The Girl Scout Cookie Program has 
long taught girls how to run a business 
via in-person booths, door-to-door activ- 
ity, and the digital cookie platform on- 
line, which GSUSA launched in 2014. 

The proceeds from each and every 
purchase stay local with the troop and 
Girl Scouts of Central & Western Mas- 
sachusetts to power Girl Scouts’ essen- 
tial leadership programming. 

Here are the ways local Girl Scouts 


To advertise on this page 
Call the Town Reminder at 


283-8393 


will be selling cookies this year: 

¢ Online: Girl Scouts will be selling 
cookies online through digital cookie 
and social media (with parental super- 
vision) to promote their virtual cookie 
business to friends and family. Whether 
its emails, door hangers, or virtual cook- 
ie booths, customers will have contact- 
less purchase and delivery options as 
well as the option to donate cookies to 
GSCWM’s Project Care & Share (cook- 
ies for our service men and women). 

¢ Cookie Booths: Drive-through 
cookie booths; “lemonade stand style” 
neighborhood booths; and _ traditional 
storefront cookies booths at local estab- 
lishments including GNC. Girls are ex- 
ploring new and innovative ways to sell 
cookies directly to the public while also 
making sure to follow COVID-19 safety 
protocols based on Governor Baker and 
local health board restrictions). 

¢ Grubhub and GSUSA National 
Online Cookie program: New this year, 
customers can support their local Girl 
Scouts by purchasing through Grub- 
hub in select areas (Holyoke, Lee and 
Worcester). Customers who don’t know 
a Girl Scout will still be able to order 
from a local Girl Scout through GSU- 
SA’s National Online program. Both 
methods offer contactless online pur- 
chase and delivery. 

To find cookies go to: https://www. 
girlscouts.org/en/cookies/all-about- 
cookies/support-girls-success.html 


EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC. 
Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Peter Edge 532-5764 
www.edgetreeservice.com 


STD GT. GATT Gs 


GAGNON ELECTRIC 
All Types Of Electrical Work. 
Fully Insured. 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A 


933-8867 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
Carpentry, Painting, Roofing, Apartment 
Turnovers, Cleanups, Lawncare, Fall Cleanup, 
Snow Removal & More. Since 1982. 
HIC# 175887. Insured. References. 

413-455-5458 12/31 


NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR 
Additions, Remodeling, Repairs 
Roofing, Decks, Garages, 
Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. 
Licensed. Insured. Experienced. 


323-4961 





LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 


Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 


Insured 
534-1002 TFN 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA !!!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 


Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Z2o21 
TAX TUNE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An IRS 


Appointment |<237™> 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Datecey a nlems Wed, @ od me) yal aelaleye 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ _ 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


January 29, 2021 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


IRS Tel: 413-289-0058 
bot Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 





David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes.com 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 1-855- 
917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @ turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run communi- 
typapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, includ- 
ing a free toilet, and a lifetime warran- 
ty on the tub and installation! Call us 
at 1-866-945-3783. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


C 


ATEGORY: 
“ $28.50 
25 $28.50 


Base Price Base Price] 23 Base Price] 24 Base Price 
ih, ~ ~ 
27 
2. 


22 
Base Price | 26 





Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Pri 
33 $32.50 34 $33.00 35 $33.50 36 $34, 
Base Price 
37 $34.50 38 3 35 36. 


7 
Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price | 39 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


$27. 
Base Price 28 Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 32 Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


ice 
00 

Base Price 
$35.50 40 00 


Base Price 


5 $ 





X per week rate = $ 


State: _ Zip: 


Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LY VISA 1 Discover (J Cash 1 Check# 
Card # _ Exp. Date CVV 
Amount of charge: _ Date: __ 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price _ 


EASTHAMPTON ! 







BROOKFIELD 





EAST 


BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


{ Suburban 


Residential 





STURBRIDGE 













Circulation: 
59,000 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Run my ad in the 


Addathird ZONE 5.00 a 
Subtotal Cw 

x Number of Weeks ae 
TOTAL Enclosed _ 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 





2**xxx** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 
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DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 


ment needs. 


3733 


HOME 


2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush 
chipping. Honest and Dependable. Fully 
insured. Now offering a Senior Citizen 
and Veteran discount. Call today for free 
estimate (413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 





DEVEREUX IS LOOKING FOR 
INDIVIDUALS who are interested in 
becoming foster parents. We are look- 
ing for individuals who are caring and 
would be able to provide a stable and 
caring home for youth who have expe- 
rienced abuse or neglect in their lives. 
Devereux provides free training and 
ongoing staff support. For more infor- 
mation call Maureen at (413)209-7677 
mbennet9@devereux.org or Janet at 
(508)713-3895 jknapp @ devereux.org 


PODIATRY OFFICE 25 to 30 hours 
a week. Portuguese or Spanish speak- 
ing helpful. Medical and computer ex- 
perience helpful but willing to train the 
right person. Ludlow (413)589-7287 or 
email CV to podbill@ aol.com 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


lO] msi aE 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Turle yo 


seal Inc. 


WWw.newspapers.turley.com 
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BARRE GAZETTE 
COUNTRY JOURNAL 
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THE SUN 
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TOWN REMINDER 
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s | turleynews 
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Find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com 


United Way and Cooley 
Dickinson Hospital 
collaborate to aid shelters 


Donations sought 


NORTHAMPTON—United Way of Hampshire 
County and Cooley Dickinson Hospital (CDH) are 
collaborating to assist area shelters in stocking up on 
much-needed items for winter as the weather turns 


cold and snow has fallen. 


John Bidwell, executive director of United Way, 
and Joanne Marqusee, president and CEO of CDH 
both stressed the greater needs faced by those who 
are homeless at this time when COVID-19 remains 


a threat. 


They stressed that the donations are not luxury 
items yet materials needed to protect peoples’ health 


and safety. 


Items should be new or gently used and clean, and 
delivered in a plastic or paper bag. The organizations 
specifically seek donations of: jeans, warm shirts, 
outerwear such as coats, jackets and parkas; foot 


Please see DONATIONS page 12 
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The Town Reminder Is on 
Facebook. Log on today 





Town of Granby 
Massachusetts 
Conservation Commission 

The Granby Conservation 
Commission will hold 
Public Hearings pursuant to 
the Wetland Protection Act 
(MGL Chapter 131, Section 
40) on Tuesday, February 9, 
2021 at *1 Library Lane-Old 
Carnegie Library-Top Floor to 
consider the following: 

1. At 7:30 “NOY’ Filed 
William Chapdelaine, for pro- 
posed construction of a Single- 
Family House and associat- 
ed work within BVW buffer 
zone with regards to Lot 1 
West Street and known as Map 
3-D-1 in the Town of Granby. 

2. At 7:30 “NOY” Filed 
William Chapdelaine, for pro- 
posed construction of a Single- 
Family House and associat- 
ed work within BVW buffer 
zone with regards to Lot 2 
West Street and known as Map 
3-D-1 in the Town of Granby. 


*This meeting may have 
to be held in a remote session. 
Please go to https://www.gran- 
by-ma.gov/conservation-com- 
mission/agenda/conserva- 
tion-commission-24 48 hours 
before the meeting to check 
on the status of the meeting in 
case you need a phone # and 
password to join this hearing/ 
meeting. 

Anyone interested, and 
wishing to be heard, should 
appear at the time and place 
designated. The complete 
materials (including text 
and maps) relative to these 
“NOI’s” are available for 
inspection during regular busi- 
ness hours at Granby Town 
Hall. 

Edward Chapdelaine 
Vice Chair 
Granby Conservation 
Commission 
01/29/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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DONATIONS from page 11 


and hand warmers; sleeping bags and 
blankets; socks; hats; quarters for dry- 
ing cloths at a laundromat and large 
trash bags for use within the shelter 
Items can be placed in a designated 
container at CDH’s North Entrance. 
“With winter and ongoing eco- 
nomic challenges, we are very con- 
cerned with a rise in homelessness,’ 
said Bidwell. “Because the cold is 
coming on quickly, and the region 
doesn’t seem to have enough shelter, 
it is important that we get basic sup- 


TOWN Reminder 


plies to those who are homeless. It 
goes beyond human decency. Making 
these gifts could be a matter of life 
and death.” 

Marqusee said, “We know our 
health is—in part—determined by so- 
cial and economic opportunities. This 
time of year presents many hazards for 
people who are less fortunate, specif- 
ically those who are homeless in our 
community. Factor in the COVID-19 
pandemic—and decreased capacity at 
area shelters—and we realize just how 
vulnerable people are.” 


please recycle this newspaper 


Largest Alteration 


Department in Western Mass 


¢ Expert Repairs, Custom Alterations & Fittings 
e Gown Fittings 


¢ Military Alterations and Patches 


e Shirt Pressing 


e Household Items 
e Zipper Repair and Replacement 


Dry Cleaning & Laundry « Fast Reliable Service 


Seamstress On Site 


Sentry Cleaners 


803 James Street, Chicopee, MA, 01020 
413-535-1234 


Mon.-Fri. 8am — 


5pm, Sat. 8am - lpm 


www-.sentrycleanerschicopee.com 





Personalized, weather 
resistant vinyl banner 
with grommets. 


2x 5.5 ft. 
$49.95 


Palmer High Scho. 
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Maureen Cavanaugh took her 
11-week-old mini-Schnauzer, 
Smudge, outside to play in the 
snow on Wednesday. 





Following the 
snowstorm on 
Tuesday, Nina 
Levreault, 9, and Anni 
Levreault, 7, made a 
snowman with their 
cousin, Cory Walton 
(not pictured.) 













Renee Sweeney used 
the snowstorm on 
Tuesday to break outa 
heart-shaped snowball 
maker for the first time. 
Sweeney received the 
snowball makers as a 
Christmas gift. 












3x 6 ft. 


69.95 


Other sizes 

available 
Please call 
for pricing. 
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Please send your banner request to 
dsloat@turley.com 
You will need to submit a high 
resolution digital image. 
Please include name, theme, colors 
and contact phone number. 


2x 6 ft. 


$59.95 





Turley -, 


or CALL 413-283-8393 
*Pickup at Palmer Location FREE PU bli Let f INC 
Delivery/Shipping additional charge. 





24 Water Street * Palmer, MA 01069 
413.283.8393 


